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Introduction 
 
The information in this prospectus is intended for parents considering their child’s entry to 
Northiam Church of England Primary School in 2018/19.  Although correct when compiled 
in September 2017, government legislation, county council policy, and in particular circum-
stances the school might create the need for some organisational changes in the policy adjust-
ment. 
 
If you would like to visit the school please contact the School Office to make an appoint-
ment. 
 
Northiam CE Primary School is under the control of  
East Sussex County Council.  It has 88 pupils on roll. 
 



Ethos, Values and Aims 

School Organisation 

Teaching Staff September 2018 

 
Northiam School seeks to promote Christian values.  We achieve this through the teaching and ethos 
of the school, but without undue pressure to believe.  We expect everyone within the community of 
the school to reach their full potential and to have high personal expectations about what they can 
achieve. 
Attitude to Others 
Children and adults show respect for all within the community regardless of differences. We show 
consideration for all by valuing and celebrating  one another's achievements and pride in the school 
community is evident in the welcoming attitude shown to visitors. 
Attitude to Learning 
We encourage a love of learning, a desire to excel and a pride in achievement. We aim for all in the 
school community to have the skills and confidence to meet  the future with openness, honesty and 
courage. 
Attitude to Self 
We aim for all in the school community to possess positive self-esteem, feel secure, valued, happy, 
and proud to be a part of the school. 
Home/School Agreement 
We have a valued partnership between the school, home and community that enhances the develop-
ment and achievements of the children. Parents are expected to sign a home/school agreement. 
School Environment 
We believe children have a right to a welcoming, inspiring environment, and should be encouraged to 
share in the responsibility of maintaining it. 

The school has 4 classes, consisting of mixed Reception and Year 1 , mixed Year 2 and Year 3, 
mixed Years 4 and 5, and mixed Years 5 and 6. In addition to the class teachers, Head of School and 
Executive Headteacher, we have six part time members of the teaching staff.   They support/ teach 
SENco, Speech and Language, a school counsellor,  specialist Music, Spanish and  PE.  Additionally 
there is a Teaching Assistant in each class. 

Head of School Julia Bray 
Reception/Year 1 Samantha Mewett and Julia Bray 
Years 2/3  Heather Stuart 
Years 4/5  Richard Johnson  
Years 5/6                     Rosie Ashton and Judith Koral 
PPA/Music  Alison Barlow 
PPA/Spanish  Hajni Chamberlain 
SENCO  Catherine Palmer 
PE   Wayne Clarke 



Our current admissions limit is 15.  This means that a maximum of 15 places will be offered in 
the Reception class.  In the event of there being insufficient places to meet demand, places will 
be allocated in accordance with the following ordered list of priorities: 
 
 Looked after children 
 Children with an exceptional medical or social need for whom attendance at any other school 

would be inappropriate. 
 Children who have a brother or sister in the community area at the school at the time of     

admission 
 Children living in a predefined community area 
 Children who have a brother or sister outside the community area at the school at the time of     

admission 
 Children living outside the pre-defined community area. 
 
Brother and sister as per category 3 is defined as; if they are a full or half brother or sister living 
in the same household.  Community areas are shown in the admissions booklet .  Arrangements 
for the school admissions at age 4+ are made by the County Council. 
 
Children are of compulsory school age from the beginning of the term following their fifth birth-
day.  However, children born between 1 September 2013 and 31 August 2014 will be  eligible to 
start school in September 2017 and on a full time basis.  It is acceptable for children to attend on 
a part time basis until they reach compulsory school age and parents who prefer this should dis-
cuss the details with the head teacher once a place is finalised. 
 
A full copy of the County Admissions policy can be obtained from School Admissions Section, 
Education Department, PO BOX 4, County Hall, Lewes BN7 1SG.   
Telephone number:  01273 481000. 
 
We will take every step to ensure that children with learning and physical difficulties will be  
catered for, in all areas of the curriculum.  Access to the building for all groups of children is 
under constant review by the school. 

School Admissions 



Quercus Governing Body 

 
 
The Quercus Federation covers Northiam and Hurst Green Primary Schools and the Governing 
board is responsible for both schools. 
 
The Governing Body Members are: 
 
John Crouch (Chair of Governors)   
Annette Hawkins (Foundation Governor) 
Keith Cheetham (Associate Governor - Executive Head Teacher) 
Kevin Tomasetti (Associate Governor - Executive Head Teacher) 
Emily Sparrow (Staff Governor)  
Judith Koral (Co-Opted) 
Pippa Green (Parent Governor) 
Jacqui Harding (Parent Governor) 
Nicola Ottaway (Parent Governor) 
Alison Flack (Associate Governor) 
Julia Bray (Associate Governor) 
Vacant ( Clerk) 

We endeavour to maintain a close working relationship with parents.  There are formal opportu-
nities throughout the year for parents to speak to their child’s teacher and to view books etc.  We 
hope that parents will develop informal links and feel free to drop a line to the teacher or chat  
informally to them at the end of the day if there are any areas of concern. 
 
A school newsletter is sent out to parents on a regular basis.   
This gives information on forthcoming events and informs parents of activities around the school. 
 
Detailed reports are issued annually for all pupils. 
 
 

Communication with Parents 



School Organisation 

Attendance 
 
 Parents should notify the school by phone on the first morning their child is absent from school. 
 If we do not hear from a parent, on the first day of absence by 9.30am, our policy is to contact 

the home number for the information regarding the child's absence. 
 If a holiday is planned for a period during school time the absence will be recorded as unau-

thorised. 
 
School Hours 
 
 Our school day starts at 9:00am and finishes at 3.05 for KS1 and 3.15 for KS2.  The doors are 

open at 8:45am. 
 Lunchtime is held from 12 Midday—1pm. 
 

We take the health and safety of all the children at Northiam very seriously.  In addition to term-
ly safety inspections  and fire drills we have a comprehensive health and safety policy which 
complies with county and national requirements. 
 
Despite every effort, care and concern, it is possible that your child may become ill whilst at 
school or have an accident.  Minor accidents and illnesses are dealt within the school, the incident 
is recorded and the child checked by a qualified First Aider.  A note informing you about an inju-
ry will be handed to the child. 
 
We can use water or an ice pack only.  We will consult you if injuries require further treatment.  
We can only administer prescribed medicines. A written permission form also needs to be com-
pleted. 
 
The school will administer non-prescription medicines if the directions form the parents are clear 
and written down with specified time and reason.  Non –prescribed medication will only occur  if 
it is in the child’s best interest to have such medication and that the medication can be adminis-
tered safely within the school or setting.  Criteria, in the national standards for under 8s day care 
providers, make it clear that non-prescription medicines should not normally be administered. 
 
Safeguarding 
 
Northiam CE Primary School is committed to ensuring the safety and welfare of its pupils and 
expects all staff and volunteers to share in this commitment.  This means we have a Child Protec-
tion policy in place which is available from the office or on our website.   

Health, Safety and Welfare of Children 



The School Building 

The school is very fortunate to have the Pretious Sports Hall, this is a shared facility between the 
school and the local community.  This provides the school with a fantastic opportunity to       
develop different areas of the curriculum outside the classroom setting.  It is used for assemblies, 
PE, drama, music, the before and after school extended provision and out of school activities. 

The school is on the southern side of the beautiful village of  
Northiam. The original Victorian school building is set in      
attractive grounds with a large sports field bounded by ancient 
oaks and open fields. It was built around 1870 and had a     
modern extension added in the 1960s.  The school has          
benefited from further additions including the provision of a 
wonderful Sports Hall, which is shared with the community, 
and a purpose built nursery. The school has four large        
classrooms, library, SEN interventions room, teaching kitchen 
and medical room.  School meals are cooked on site and eaten 
in the sports hall. There is a playground, a vegetable garden, a sensory garden and a huge 

school playing field. Entry is via secure gates in the    
playground. 

Northiam Nursery offers five full days from 9.00am – 3pm.  
Term time only. The nursery and school share lunches, story 
times, visits to concerts, shared assemblies etc, throughout the 
year. During the summer term, children who are moving up into 
the school come into their new class for half a day every week, in 
order to ease the transition.  We host the local Toddler group, in 
our Sports Hall each Tuesday morning. 



School uniform 

School uniform is required at Northiam CE Primary and consists of: 
 Royal Blue sweatshirt/cardigan/fleece 
 Dark grey/black trousers/shorts/skirt 
 White blouse/shirt 
 School tie 
 Black shoes 
 In summer girls may wear blue checked/striped dresses. 
 
All school uniform is available at Superstitch86 in Hastings OR online 
from Tesco.  The school stocks a limited amount of school ties and water 
bottles, they are available at the school office. 
 
SuperStitch 86 
7 Castleham Road 
St Leonards on Sea 
East Sussex  
TN38 9NR 
Opening Hours 9.00am – 5.00pm Monday-Friday 
9.00am - 12.30pm Saturday 
Extended opening times during the school summer holiday period  
Tel: (01424) 852225 
Fax: (01424) 852225 
Email: sales@superstitch86.co.uk 
 

PE/Games 
 
For reasons of safety and hygiene children need to change for PE and Games lessons.  Kit of 
plimsolls/trainers, T-Shirt (royal blue) and  Shorts (royal blue) should be kept in school in the 
Northiam CE Primary School PE bags, also available from Superstitch86. 

Jewellery 
 
 Watches are permitted in school but must be removed for PE/Games lessons.  We cannot 

accept responsibility for loss or damage. 
 Children should not wear jewellery for safety reasons.  The only exceptions are small plain 

stud earrings. 
 Coloured nail varnish is unsuitable for school. 
 Long hair should always be tied back in a pony tail or plait for reasons of hygiene.  Long 

hair should always be away from child’s eyes enabling them to fully access all parts of the 
curriculum. 

 Dyed and/or bleached hair is unsuitable for school. 



Our  Early Years children benefit from a spacious in-
door learning area which encompasses a separate art/
creative area and role play room.   

The children also have direct access to a very well 
equipped outdoor learning space with a covered area that 
allows them to explore outside all  round. 

We follow the Early Years Foundation Stage 
curriculum, which the areas within the         
classroom mirror, and we carefully consider the 
principles of learning.  Children are encouraged 
to become independent learners as soon as    
possible, having access to all resources to      
support their own learning. 

 
We teach all areas of learning in small focus groups supported by whole class sessions. Phon-
ics, Maths and Literacy are taught daily, all of which provide the children with the best possible 
start to their education.  Our Early Years supports the development of each individual child 
through providing personalised learning, enabling them to explore their interests and the world 
around them in a fun and practical manner.   We use the Letters and Sounds Phonics scheme. 

We have excellent links with Northiam Nursery which 
supports a very smooth transition into school life and 

therefore the children are able to settle more  
effectively into Reception.  

EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE 



The Curriculum 

Following the National Curriculum, plus religious education (RE), the children are taught using a 
thematic-based approach, which ensures appropriate programmes of study and attainment targets 
for both the National Curriculum subjects and RE are covered.   
 
Our Curriculum Policies are available for parents who would like to read them. 
The Core Subjects are:  

English,  
Mathematics,  
Science and  

 Computing 
 
The remaining Foundation Subjects are:  
 

History,  
Geography,  
Design Technology,  
Music,  
Art and  
Physical Education (PE).  
 
We teach Religious Education us- ing 

county guidelines that have been written in consultation with many religious groups, including 
the Church of England. 
 
The school also teaches Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) which includes  
Citizenship.   
 
Pupils in Reception will be working on the Early Learning Goals. Years 1 and 2 will be working 
on Key Stage 1 of the National Curriculum. Those in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 will build upon this in 
the Key Stage 2 curriculum. 

ENGLISH  The skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening are essential to all children if 
they are to access other areas of the curriculum adequately. We use a core reading scheme in 
conjunction with many other reading materials, including books that the children make them-
selves. 
Every class has a daily Literacy lesson, in which core skills of grammar, punctuation and spelling 
form a part. The lessons are challenging and are suitably differentiated in order to cater for the 
needs of all children.  Children take books home every day to read with a parent, carer or family 
member: we view this as a very important part of the learning process and vital in enhancing the 
skills taught in school. Teachers aim to introduce children to a wealth of literature by using a 
range of high-quality texts in their lessons. 



MATHEMATICS  We have daily numeracy lessons that include a focus on mental maths, in-
cluding the learning of times tables. We want the children to understand their studies, and so we 
value practical work in mathematics and the ability to apply what is learned through problem solv-
ing. The emphasis is very much on enjoyment, the satisfaction of achievement, and appreciation of 
the power and structure of mathematics. Estimation, searching for pattern, discovering relation-
ships between shapes and objects, and working with numbers are essential. They are continuous 
themes of mathematics that can be linked to the power of the calculator and the computer in later 
years. 

SCIENCE  As a core subject, science is an integral part of our framework of studies.  We want 
pupils to develop awareness and understanding of the world around them, so that they are able to 
investigate scientifically and systematically with both confidence and ability. We encourage a 
practical approach to science and aim to develop the children’s skills in using and applying their 
knowledge to practical situations. Our gardens  provide the children with on site, first hand oppor-
tunities for learning about the natural environment. 

COMPUTING Children use Information Communication Technology (ICT) throughout the 
school.  Each class is equipped with broadband internet access, desktop or laptop computers, in-
teractive whiteboards, digital cameras and scanners. The children learn to understand computer 
control, write simple programmes, type, edit and print their own work, understand the role that 
computers play in our lives and use databases and classification programmes, Internet and Email. 
We also use computer programmes to reinforce concepts met in language, mathematics and other 
curriculum areas. 
 

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY  We encourage children to experiment with a wide range of mate-
rials and techniques to enable them to generate ideas and solve practical problems.  They are giv-
en opportunities to identify needs, generate designs, plan and make artefacts and evaluate their 
work. 

HISTORY  We use a range of trips and visitors to bring history to life for our children, making 
the past understandable and relevant.  Wherever possible, we use lo-
cal facilities and experiences to enhance our children’s understanding 
of their environment and community, such as the Evacuation Day 
organised with the Kent & East Sussex Railway, or our Victorian 
Day with appropriate costumes and events. 



GEOGRAPHY  Pupils learn skills in using maps 
and fieldwork techniques, they learn about places in 
a local, regional, national, international and global 
context, as well as physical, human and environ-
mental Geography. 

MUSIC   
Music is taught throughout the school by a specialist music teacher. 
The music curriculum is designed to give the children the oppor-
tunity to enjoy music of all kinds and experience a wide range of 
musical activities. Children have the opportunity to learn a range of 
musical instruments via the County music service. 
 

 
ART    
Art is important as a means of communication; enabling us to express emotions, experiences 
and ideas. It is a tool for design and a means of recording in other areas of the curriculum, 
such as History, Science and RE, and encourages close observation in all subjects. 
 
 
 

Children will experience a variety of media such as graphite, 
ink, paint, printing, textiles and clay. They will develop skill in work-
ing with materials and tools and confidence in expressing themselves 
through art. They will also look at the work of other artists, comparing 
their work with their own and developing an awareness of their influ-
ence on the cultures of the world.  



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  We provide Religious Education in 
accordance with the East Sussex Agreed Syllabus for Religious Ed-
ucation, which encourages respect for all believers while acknowl-
edging that faith is an individual's choice. Parents have the right to 
withdraw their child from RE and Collective Worship if they so 
wish. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  At Northiam we offer our pupils access to a wide 
range of sports activities and opportunities.  We believe that an understanding of and 
an involvement in PE is of paramount importance in fostering the healthy attitudes 
that will be the foundation of a child's fitness for life. 
We have developed an active and balanced PE programme that 
consolidates skills through practise and repetition across the Key 
Stages. Our scheme develops independent learning through prob-
lem solving and allows children to evaluate their PE work. Our new 
sports hall means that we have outstanding PE facilities. Our chil-
dren participate in a range of activities alongside other schools in 
our cluster 

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS 
From the child who has learning difficulties to the child who is especially gifted, we believe that all 
children have individual needs.  We therefore differentiate our curriculum planning to suit the pu-
pils' abilities and requirements. We ask parents to talk with us at any time if they are concerned 
about their child's progress. All staff are committed to providing the best opportunities for all pu-
pils and will contact parents if they have any concerns or if they are particularly pleased with a 
child's efforts or progress. Our staff are highly qualified and offer Dyslexia Screening, Speech and 
Language programmes and a range of specialist interventions. We are also able to draw on the ex-
pertise of a wide range of other professionals, including Speech and Language therapists, Educa-
tional Psychologists and others. 

SEX EDUCATION 
At Northiam Primary School sex education is taught in the context of relationships.  Themes will 
be repeated from year to year in greater depth, taking account of the pupil's development.  Sex ed-
ucation supports and promotes the progressive acquisition of knowledge, understanding, skills and 
values necessary for children to become responsible members of our society.  We believe that sex 
education in this school will be developmental and a foundation for further work in the secondary 
school. Sex education is a focus in or PSHE programme in Key Stage 2, when parents will have 
the opportunity to view the materials before they are used in class. 

CLUBS 
Children can be dropped off from 8am at The Breakfast Club.  We also run several after school 
clubs including  Football, Multisports, Dance and OAA. 



Northiam Primary School 
Main Street 
Northiam 

East Sussex 
TN31 6NB 

Telephone:  01797 252141 
Fax:  01797 253020 

Email:  northiamoffice@quercusfederation.co.uk 
http://www.northiamcep.e-sussex.sch.uk 

 
Head of School:  Julia Bray 

 
 
 
 

How to Find us…….. 

Pretious Sports Hall at Northiam 
Bookings and Enquiries Telephone:  01797 252297 
(answerphone out of hours) 
Email:  pretious@quercusfederation.co.uk 
http://www.pretioussportshall.co.uk 


